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Census Tract Tier Versions
At our last meeting, we discussed multiple potential changes to the census tract tiers. 
● How many tiers should there be?

○ 4
○ 5
○ 8

● How should tiers be proportionally sized?
○ Based on the number of all school-aged children
○ Based on the number of school-aged children in grades 5-8

The following slides look at the 6 different tier options and the student population living in the different tiers. The 
student population represented here is the 7th grade SY20-21 exam schools applicant pool.
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Map Comparison: 4 Tiers
Based on all school-aged children Based on grades 5-8
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Map Comparison: 5 Tiers
Based on all school-aged children Based on grades 5-8
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Map Comparison: 8 Tiers
Based on all school-aged children Based on grades 5-8
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Distribution of Tiers Using Number of Students in All Grades
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Distribution of Tiers Using Number of Students in Grades 5-8
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Using Tiers as an Invitation Mechanism

Number of 
Tiers

4 5 8

20% Citywide 200 200 200
1 200 160 100
2 200 160 100
3 200 160 100
4 200 160 100
5 160 100
6 100
7 100
8 100

The table below displays the number of seats that would be allocated by tier, depending on 
number of tiers. The table assumes 1,000 invitations would be distributed and the first 20% of 
seats would be distributed citywide.
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SY20-21 Applicant Pool: Tier Enrollment Comparison
By Economic Status
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SY20-21 Applicant Pool: Tier Enrollment Comparison
By Race (1)
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SY20-21 Applicant Pool: Tier Enrollment Comparison
By Race (2)
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SY20-21 Applicant Pool: Tier Enrollment Comparison
By Sex
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SY20-21 Applicant Pool: Tier Enrollment Comparison
By English Learner Status
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SY20-21 Applicant Pool: Tier Enrollment Comparison
By IEP Status


