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El Deafo by CeCe Bell  
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and 

making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? 

That requires superpowers!  In this funny, touching graphic novel, CeCe Bell 

chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with a 

very powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid. This isolates her from her 

classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who 

appreciates her as she is.  

 
 

Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan 
Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they’re both stuck in the same 

place:  SCHOOL.  Joe has lived in the same town all his life, and was doing just fine 

until his best friends moved away and left him on his own.  Ravi’s family 

just moved to the United States from India, and he’s finding it pretty 

hard to figure out where he fits in.  Joe and Ravi don’t think they have 

anything in common, but soon enough they have a common enemy (the 

biggest bully in their class) and a common mission:  to take control of their lives over 

the course of a single crazy week. 

 
 

Booked by Kwame Alexander 
Soccer, family, love, and friendship, take center stage as 

twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with 

problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of 

his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, 

and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.   

 
 

Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 
Virgil Salinas is shy and kind-hearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports 

family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she 

loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little 

sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids 

would just stop being so different so he can concentrate on basketball. They 

aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank on Virgil and Virgil’s pet 

guinea pig. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest, and 

the lives of these four middle schoolers collide in unexpected ways. 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 

In Chicago, 12-year-old black youth Jerome is shot and killed by a white 

police officer who mistakes a toy gun for a real one. As a ghost, Jerome 

witnesses what happens to his family and that of the police officers. Jerome also 

meets another ghost—that of Emmett Till, a black boy murdered in 1955. Through 

Till's story, he learns of the hundreds of other "ghost boys". The only person who 

can see Jerome is the daughter of the white police officer, Sarah, and through 

her eyes, he realizes that his family isn't the only one affected by the tragedy. 

Two families are destroyed with one split decision, and together, Sarah, Jerome, 

and Jerome’s friend Carlos try to heal their families. 


