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 MEDIA RELATIONS POLICY 

The Boston Public Schools is committed to cultivating and maintaining an open and productive relationship with the news media. The district recognizes that the media provide a public service and are viewed as a reliable source of news about the Boston Public Schools and seeks to provide timely and accurate information toward that end. 

The district maintains that the top priority of schools is to educate students and ensure the safety and privacy of all students, staff, and families. 

In order to balance the responsibilities of schools and the need to provide information to the media, all press inquiries about the Boston Public Schools or any individual school, student, staff member, program or initiative are to be directed first to the Communications Office. 

Any staff member who is contacted directly by a member of the news media must refer the reporter to the Communications Office, who will work with staff and the media outlet to respond appropriately to the inquiry. 

District officials, schools, and staff must cooperate with the news media to the extent required and appropriate by law, while ensuring that media coverage does not interfere with teaching and learning. 

It is critically important to protect the privacy of students and staff while fulfilling the requirements of public records laws. The Communications Office works closely with the Legal Advisor to determine what information is a matter of public record and what must remain confidential. Only a student whose parent or guardian has signed and returned a Media Appearances form may be recorded, filmed, photographed, or interviewed. A student for whom no such form is on file in the school office may not participate in any media-related activities, and his or her name and image are not to be released to the media or anyone else outside of the school. For more information, see the Guide to the Boston Public Schools for Families and Students. 

For more information about this circular, contact:

	Name:
	Matt Wilder, Director of Media Relations

	Department:
	Communications

	Mailing Address:
	26 Court St., 7th Floor, Boston, MA 02108, Cluster 14

	Phone:
	617-635-9494

	Fax:
	617-635-9568

	E-mail:
	mwilder2@boston.k12.ma.us


Carol R. Johnson, Superintendent

