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BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT WIDE STRING FESTIVAL 
 
In accordance with the Boston Public Schools Arts Education Policy, Curriculum and Instructional Practices/Arts will coordinate a District-Wide String Festival.  The BPS District-Wide String Festival will be held on Thursday, March 22, 2012 at Boston Symphony Hall, 301 Massachusetts Avenue. 
The BPS String Festival is based on BPS City-Wide Learning Standards and MA Curriculum Frameworks. The process of creating, performing, and responding to music enriches music teaching and learning in school communities. 
The festival consists of a professional string quartet performance; collaborative clinics facilitated by professional Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO) and BPS music educators, and student string ensemble performances. 

The festival is open to all Boston Public Schools String programs but will be limited to 200 students. The BPS Arts Department will receive school inquiries and inform each program of the number of students that may participate. 

Prior to the festival each participating school must learn the pre-selected festival music. Music teachers are strongly encouraged to incorporate the festival music into regular classroom instruction. 

Tentative schedule:    

  9:45 – 10:00 
School groups arrive at Symphony Hall / Registration 

10:00 – 10:30 
Welcome & String Quartet Performance 

10:30 – 12:00 
String Clinics

12:00 – 12:45 
Student Performances 

12:45 – 1:00 
Groups depart for home schools 

*Festival schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances

Curriculum and Instructional Practices will provide the following amenities:

· Festival site coordination and documentation 

· Student Certificates
· School Bus Transportation for each school 

· Water for all student participants

Participating Schools Must: 

· Return a commitment form signed by the principal/headmaster and music teacher 

· Return signed parent/guardian permission and media release forms for every participating student

· Return a completed Student Participation List
· Coordinate and provide in-and out-of-school rehearsal time for students to prepare students to play the festival music prior to the festival 

· Provide a substitute teacher so the music teacher can accompany students to the festival, if necessary

· Provide 1 chaperone for every 10 students participating or enough chaperones to cover all levels represented (In the event that a group has less than 10 student participants)
· Provide bagged/boxed lunches for students from school cafeteria or home

All participating schools must complete and submit the School Commitment Form, Student Permission & Media Release Forms, and Student Participation List by the appropriate deadlines. 
The Arts Department must receive these documents either by email or fax, see contact information below.  

Summary of significant dates and deadlines:

	Date
	Activity

	Thursday, February 16, 2012
	School Commitment Form due

Student Participation List due 

	Thursday, March 22, 2012 
	Student Permission and Media Release Forms Due 

Festival Day


For more information about this circular, contact:

	Name:
	Nicole Prefontaine 

	Department:
	Curriculum and Instructional Practices/Arts

	Mailing Address:
	443 Warren Street, Suite 6, Dorchester, MA 02121

	Phone:
	617-635-9653

	Fax:
	617-635-9249

	E-mail:
	nprefontaine@bpsarts.org 


Carol R. Johnson, Superintendent 

Boston Public Schools
2012 District-Wide String Festival 
School Commitment Form
DUE:  Thursday, February 16, 2012
Email or Fax: Nicole Prefontaine at nprefontaine@bpsarts.org or 617-635-9249 
We have read the official 2012 BPS District-Wide String Festival circular and agree to the following requirements for participating schools:
· Return signed parent/guardian permission and media release forms for every participating student

· Return a completed Student Participation List

· Coordinate and provide in-and out-of-school rehearsal time for students to prepare students to play the festival music prior to the festival 

· Provide a substitute teacher so the music teacher can accompany students to the festival, if necessary

· Provide 1 chaperone for every 10 students participating or enough chaperones to cover all levels represented (In the event that a group has less than 10 student participants)

· Provide bagged/boxed lunches for students from school cafeteria or home

This is to certify our school’s participation in the 2012 BPS District Wide String Festival on Thursday, March 22, 2012 at Boston Symphony Hall, 301 Massachusetts Ave. 

____________________________       _____________________________________ 

Headmaster’s/Principal’s Signature                    Music Teacher’s Signature 
School Name______________________________________________________ 
School Address____________________________________________________ 
School Phone_________________________ School Fax___________________ 
Principal’s Name__________________________________________________ 
Music Teacher’s Name_____________________________________________ 
Music Teacher’s Emergency (Home or Cell) Phone  
___________________________ 
E-mail ___________________________________________ 
Are you able to music stands to the festival? _________(Yes/No) 

How many music stands would you be able to bring? ________


Boston Public Schools
2012 District-Wide String Festival 
Parent/Guardian Permission Release

As a participant in the Boston Public Schools’ 2012 District-Wide String Festival your child will be spending the day at Boston Symphony Hall, 301 Massachusetts Ave. beginning at approximately at 9:45 a.m. and ending approximately at 1:00 p.m. His/Her music teacher, as well as chaperones from his/her school will accompany your son/daughter to the festival. Your son/daughter will be observing a professional string quartet performance, will be rehearsing with guest clinicians and will be performing in concert.  His/Her music teacher will be responsible for communicating all festival details to you. The BPS Arts Department will dismiss schools at the end of the festival and school groups will return to home schools.  
I, (Parent/Guardian’s name)________________________ give my son/daughter (Child’s name)______________________ permission to participate in the BPS District-Wide String Festival on Thursday, March 22, 2012. 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature: ____________________________ Date: ______________

Boston Public Schools 
2012 District-Wide String Festival 
Parent/Guardian Media Release
As a participant in the Boston Public Schools’ 2012 District-Wide String Festival your child’s image may be, from time to time, captured in performance on film or in photographic opportunities. In anticipation of such an occasion Boston Public Schools Arts Department requests your permission for release of images for educational and promotional renderings.

I, (Parent/Guardian’s name)________________________give release permission to Boston Public Schools Arts Department for photographs and/or performance of my son/daughter, (Child’s name)______________________ while participating in the Boston Public Schools’ 2012 String Festival, hosted by BPS Arts Department & Boston Symphony Orchestra, to be used for educational and/or promotional purposes. Additionally, I understand that any photographs and/or film will not be used for sale or commercial activities.

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: ____________________________ Date: ______________

Boston Public Schools 
2012 District-Wide String Festival 
Student Participation List 

DUE:  Thursday, February 16, 2012
Email or Fax: Nicole Prefontaine at nprefontaine@bpsarts.org or 617-635-9249 
Please TYPE. Organize your list by voice part. Use the following key to indicate musician’s skill level:

Level 1: *Memorized: This group will play Uncle Sam in unison with piano. Student utilizes the following skills: Staccato, Legato, Pizzicato, open & 1st fingers on A & D & G strings, eight notes, quarter notes and half notes.

 
Level 2: *Memorization not required but recommended: This group will play Deep Blue in unison with piano. Student utilizes the following skills: Arco, two note slurs, starting up bow, high second finger pattern, counting quarter / half / dotted half notes.
Level 3: *Not memorized: This group will play Smoky Mountain Hoedown by Carl Strommen. Student utilizes the following skills: Simple syncopation (Ti-Ta-Ti pattern), eighth note, quarter notes, half notes, reading the music, high finger pattern, A,D,G strings, simple ties.
Level 4: *Not memorized: This group will play the Mvt. IV "Dance" from Apollo Suite by Merle J. Isaac. Student utilizes the following skills: reading the music, Low & High finger pattern, fast finger passage technique, off beat rhythmic patterns, slurs.

School Name______________________________________________________ 
	Student Name 
	Grade
	Instrument
	Level 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


_____________________________________Teacher’s Signature 
