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HOMELESS STUDENTS – GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES

INTRODUCTION

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, reauthorized in December 2001 through the federal No Child Left Behind Act, ensures educational rights and protection for children and youth experiencing homelessness.

All personnel should be aware of the unique needs that children, adolescents, and families who are temporarily without homes present.  This growing population may be at risk due to the transitional nature and status of their lives.  For children and adolescents, school may represent stability and consistency in what otherwise is often an unstable situation.

This advisory is intended to provide school staff with guidance regarding the rights of students who are homeless to have access to the education services needed to ensure that they have an equal opportunity to meet the same challenging state academic standards to which all students are held.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND SCOPE

It is important that the academic and educational programs for children who are temporarily without homes are no different than those of the general student population.  There are, however, some procedures that may be different for individual children who are temporarily without homes.  These areas include choice of school, registration, transportation, record transfer and confidentiality.

SCHOOL CHOICE

A child temporarily without a home may continue to attend the school of origin (i.e., the school they were attending when permanently housed or the school in which last enrolled) or a school within the new zone where they are temporarily living.  This right is guaranteed under federal law (McKinney Homeless Assistance Act).

SCHOOL ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSPORTATION
If a family with a child currently enrolled in the Boston Public Schools becomes homeless and requests transportation, the family should contact Mary William or Donna Casali at the Homeless Education Resource Network, 443 Warren Street, Dorchester, MA at 617-635-8037.  A family requesting reassignment should go to the appropriate Family Resource Center.

If families with children not enrolled in the Boston Public Schools have become homeless, move into Boston and wish to enroll a child in the Boston Public Schools, they should go to the appropriate Family Resource Center for registration information.  Shelters should provide families with a shelter verification letter. Youngsters and their families living in “doubled-up” or overcrowded situations should complete a Residency Affidavit which can be obtained at the Family Resource Center.

Students who become homeless and move to a shelter or other facility outside of Boston may continue to attend their school of origin.  Transportation is available for these students.  Please contact the Homeless Student Initiative at 617-635-8037 to request out of city transportation or to discuss any difficulty a child temporarily without a home may be experiencing with enrollment, transportation, and other homeless issues.

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND RECORD TRANSFER
Principals and Headmasters should follow all current procedures for the transfer of academic and health records for students who are temporarily without homes.  Although not mandated, it is helpful if students who are temporarily without homes provide the following documentation at the time of registration:

· Proof of residency letter (if available)

· Birth certificate

· Immunization and medical records

· Academic records

· Other school records of progress and special education placement

SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE TEMPORARILY WITHOUT HOMES NOT 

CURRENTLY RESIDING IN SHELTERS

Students not living in shelters, who identify themselves as being temporarily without a home, shall have access to all services as outlined in this memorandum.

DEFINITION OF HOMELESSNESS

The Federal Government defines a child or youth who is homeless as one who lacks a "fixed regular and adequate residence or has a primary night-time residence not designated as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings" (McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, Section 103 (A) (1) (2).

By this definition, the following children are considered homeless:

· Children/adolescents living in family, adolescent, battered women or transitional housing shelters.

· Children/adolescents living in cars, abandoned buildings, and on the street.

· Children/adolescents placed in foster homes due to lack of shelter space.

· Sick or abandoned children/adolescents in hospitals, who would otherwise be released if they had a place to go.

· Children/adolescents living temporarily in trailer parks or campgrounds because they lack a permanent place to live.

· Runaways and youths who have been "thrown out" of their own home environment or have left due to abuse and who are living in a shelter, on the street, or who move from one friend's house to another in a cycle of transiency.

· Children/adolescents living in "doubled up" overcrowded situations, with or without their parents, with friends or relatives because they have been displaced from their previous residence due to an emergency situation.

CONFIDENTIALITY

For many reasons, homeless families may not want to reveal that their living status has changed.  While most shelters encourage parents to notify the schools of a change in residence, they cannot mandate it since state and federal laws which regulate confidentiality are very restrictive.  Children who are temporarily without homes present many of the same characteristics as other at-risk children.  Therefore, the best practice is to strengthen the communications between all parents and school personnel so that procedures are in place to reach out to families and students who are in transition or educationally at-risk.  This means, at a minimum, schools should communicate frequently with parents and stress the necessity of updating the emergency information cards maintained in the school office.

In serving students who are temporarily without homes, please be mindful of the following:

· Many students and parents who are temporarily without homes prefer to keep their current living situations private.

· Students and their families may feel threatened and/or embarrassed if approached by school staff.  Thus, in order to respect their privacy and confidentiality, school staff should not approach students or their families directly to discuss their temporary lack of permanent residence.  Rather, students and families should be given the opportunity to raise the issue themselves (i.e. if they so choose).

· It may not be necessary for staff members to know that a student is temporarily without a home.  Thus, school staff should be told this information on an as needed basis only.
In the event of an emergency, or when services and information are lacking for a child believed to be temporarily without a home, contact Mary William or Donna Casali of the Homeless Education Resource Network at 617-635-8037.

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE TEMPORARILY WITHOUT HOMES

Home and Hospital Instruction

Home and /or Hospital Instruction is provided by the school system for students with physical or mental health impairments, who, in the judgment of the child’s physician, need to remain at home or in the hospital for at least a period of 14 school days.  A doctor’s certificate is required.  The Home and Hospital office will approve such instruction and assign the teacher.  However, the assigned school will supply all books, assignments, and programs.  Teachers are responsible for submitting student progress reports to the assigned school.

All requests for home/hospital instruction will originate in the home school of the health-impaired child.  Home/hospital instruction may be offered for only 60 school days.  If a child is expected to be homebound or hospitalized for more than 60 days, the child will be referred for a special education evaluation.

Boston residents who are not enrolled in the Boston Public Schools but who are enrolled in private or parochial schools (grades K-12) are eligible to receive home/hospital instruction in accordance with the same guidelines that apply to Boston Public School students.  Any questions regarding these services should be directed to either Mary William at 617-635-8037 or Steve Squillante at 617-635-8123.

Curriculum On Homeless Issues/Professional Development

It is important to teach all children about homelessness and its causes and conditions. To ensure that all students understand that homelessness is caused by lack of affordable housing, rather than being the fault of a child temporarily without a home or his/her parent.  The Boston Public Schools Homeless Education Resource Network, as well as the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, has a number of videos on homelessness available as well as expertise in workshop and curriculum planning.   In addition, training and seminars on homelessness are available through the Homeless Education Resource Network and are free to Boston Public Schools faculty and staff.  To arrange for these at your school, contact Ms. Mary William at 617-635-8037 or via email at mwilliam@boston.k12.ma.us.
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