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IMMUNIZATION LAW

The Immunization Regulations

It is the policy of the Boston Public Schools to enforce the School Immunization Law, Chapter 76, Section 15, of the Massachusetts General Laws stating:

"No child, except as hereinafter provided, be admitted to school except upon presentation of a physician's certificate against diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, measles and poliom​yelitis and such other diseases as may be specified by the Department of Public Health."

Protocol for Enforcing Immunization Requirements
New Students

· Parents must bring proof of immunizations for the registration process to begin.

· All students must be up to date at the time of registration as though it were for September 1 of the entering school year.   If the student does not have the appropriate immunizations, the student will not be allowed to register. Parents should review immunizations with their child’s health care provider before the registration period.  Three year olds do not need to get the four year old immunizations until they turn four years old. 

· The type and number of immunizations varies with age and whether the student initiated the immunization process after age of 7 years or before.  See attached state guidelines.

Continuing Students

· All continuing students who are identified as being behind on immunizations will be notified that they will be excluded from school if there is no compliance with immunization updating. This is a necessary action because if there is a vaccine preventable disease outbreak at the school (i.e. chicken pox) all susceptible students and staff (i.e. those with no record of vaccination, disease or blood test for immunity) MUST be excluded from school for the duration of the disease outbreak.


It is important to note that students whose immunization schedule has been interrupted and are in the process of being immunized (i.e., awaiting the next DPT/TD or polio dose and in the specified time interval between doses) may remain in school until the next dose is given.

Exceptions

1. Students at any level whose parent or guardian provides a statement in writing that vaccination or immunization conflicts with his/her sincere religious beliefs.

2. Students at any level who present a physician's certificate exempting a child from immunization because of health reasons.  Clinician’s who do not agree with the State’s guidelines of a second MMR in a 4 year old entering Kindergarten must submit an exemption letter so that the school will be in compliance with the state mandate.

3. Children who are considered homeless under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
4. Immunizations Regulations for 2011-2012 school year will be different and are in the attachment. Students who are enrolling to attend school in the 2010 year (through June 2011) should follow the 2010 guidelines. New enterers for the 2011-2012 school year should follow the guidelines for the 2011-2012 year.

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has immunization recommendations based on grade.   Please refer to the MDPH website at:

http://www.mass.gov/dph/cdc/epii/imm/guidelines_sched/ma_school_immunization_req1uirements.doc 
for this schedule and detailed immunization guidelines.
Also refer to the Nurses Protocol and Procedure Manual and the Health Services tab on the MyBPS page.

Summary of significant dates and deadlines:

	Date
	Activity

	October, 2010
	All under-immunized students must be excluded from school until immunized appropriately


For more information about this circular, contact:

	Name:
	Susan Fencer, RN, MS, FNP-C or Linda M. Grant, MD, MPH

	Department:
	Office of Special Education and Student Services/Medical Services

	Mailing Address:
	443 Warren Street, Dorchester, MA  02121

	Phone:
	617-635-6788

	Fax:
	617-635-8027

	E-mail:
	bfencer @boston.k12.ma.us or lgrant@boston.k12.ma.us


 Carol R. Johnson, Superintendent
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 Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

Division of Epidemiology and Immunization 

Changes to School Immunization Requirements – Fall 2011 school entry 
To bring Massachusetts’ school immunization requirements up to date with several recent recommendations made by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), the Department of Public Health (DPH) has made changes to the school immunization requirements. The following changes will be effective fall of 2011 (not the fall of 2010): 

Vaccine Requirements: 
2 doses measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine for entry to kindergarten, 7th grade, full-time college freshmen and health science students (currently 2 doses of measles and 1 dose of mumps and 1 dose of rubella vaccine are required for these groups) 

2 doses varicella vaccine for entry to kindergarten, 7th grade, full-time college freshmen and health science students (currently 1 dose of varicella vaccine is required for entry to kindergarten and 7th grade and there is no varicella requirement for college) 

1 dose Tdap for entry to 7th grade, full-time college freshmen and health science students (currently 1 dose of Td is required for these groups) 

Criteria for Immunity for College Students: 
Revised criteria for immunity to measles, mumps, rubella and varicella for college students: 

• Students may be considered immune to measles, mumps and rubella if 

the student presents laboratory evidence of immunity; 

born in the United States before 1957 (with the exception of all full- and part-time students in a health science program who may be in contact with patients). 

• Students may be considered immune to varicella if 

the student presents laboratory evidence of immunity; 

the student presents a statement signed by a physician, nurse practitioner, physician assistant or a designee that the student has a reliable history of chickenpox disease; 

the student has a self reported history of disease verified by a physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant; 

born in the United States before 1980 (with the exception of all full- and part-time students in a health science program who may be in contact with patients). 

Definitions: 
The definition of ‘Certificate of Immunization’ has been revised to also allow nurse practitioners and physician assistants, in addition to physicians, to sign and date the form or letter. The definition was also clarified to require the month and year of administration as well as the type/name of the vaccine administered in both electronic and hard copy documentation. 

There are no changes to the school immunization requirements for the 2010-2011 school year. These changes do not go in to effect until fall 2011. We are providing this information now so that providers can begin to catch-up children and adolescents who do not currently have the immunization that will be required for school entry beginning in September 2011. Starting catch-up vaccinations now will help to ensure that children have the immunizations that they need for school entry in the fall of 2011, as well as prevent a large rush to offices for immunizations during the summer of 2011. The current Massachusetts school immunization requirements can be found on our website: www.mass.gov/dph/imm. 

If you have any questions about current or future school immunization requirements, please contact the Division of Epidemiology and Immunization at 617-983-6800. 

Reminder: state-supplied vaccines are available for catch-up of all children through 18 years of age, regardless of insurance status: 

-Tdap vaccine* -MCV4 vaccine 

-Varicella vaccine* -Hepatitis A vaccine* 

-MMR vaccine* 

Please order and have these vaccines available for your patients. 

*These vaccines are also available for adults seen in public sector settings. 3/1/2010







































