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MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

Some students, based on medical need, may be eligible for transportation to and from school. The following guidelines and process refer to transportation for medical indications only. It does not refer to regular transportation or to special education transportation.  

Guidelines and Process for Medical Transportation

a) Medical transportation is warranted when a student’s illness, managed by a health care professional, requires the assistance of door-to-door transportation in order for the student to attend school.

b) During the school year, request and approval for medical transportation is via the school nurse.

c) Each request is considered individually and other options are reviewed prior to authorization of medical transportation.

d) Parent discusses need for medical transportation with school nurse and their child’s health care provider.

e) School nurse will give Individual Collaborative Health Plan (IHCP) form to parent/guardian for completion by the student’s health care provider.

f) Clinician completes and returns the IHCP by fax/mail/email to school nurse; any concerns may be shared with the school nurse, either by phone, email or fax. No transportation request will be considered without the ICHP.  The physician should also include duration of medical transportation.

g) The school nurse will contact the clinician to clarify requests, share observations about the child’s medical condition and determine the appropriate accommodations. 

h) The school nurse will review the request and determine if request is valid based on:

a. Assessment of student

b. Review of ICHP/MD letter

c. Discussion with the student’s health care professional for further clarification and discussion, if necessary

d. Parent/guardian information  

e. If the school nurse does not believe transportation is warranted on the basis of above criteria, but the clinician or family disagrees, the case is referred to the BPS Medical Director for further clarification and resolution.

i) The school nurse will fill out Request for Medical Transportation form and send to Health Services along with the completed IHCP.

j) Health Services will route all requests to the Transportation Department.  It takes approximately 7-10 days from receipt of Request for Medical Transportation in Health Services to the actual delivery of transportation services.  

k) Family of the student will be notified by mail of transportation specifics (time of pick-up/drop-off/bus numbers).  School staff may access route information via MYBPS.

l) Transportation requests for students who are well but whose parents or guardians are ill will not be approved.  

m) Medical transportation is not a substitute for treatment of a specific medical condition. The school, through the student support team is encouraged to explore creative solutions to assist these families with extraordinary needs.

n) Parents, guardians, school nurses and health care professionals may seek further assistance by contacting Health Services at 635-6788.

o) Health Services maintains a medical transportation registry as well as a Medical Transportation Request form on each child receiving medical transportation.

p) Children with chronic medical conditions which cannot be remediated by medication or therapy (i.e. progressive neurological disease, progressive muscular dystrophy) may be granted renewal each year. Renewal is collaboratively determined by central office and the school nurse.  School nurses are notified in the spring about renewals. A child should not be considered “renewed” unless the school nurse has approved it.

SPECIFIC GUIDELINES

Asthma: Transportation is reserved for severe asthmatics that are compliant with a treatment plan and have an Asthma Action Plan on file with the school nurse. Students who are on daily medications via MDI or nebulizer and are compliant may not need medical transportation. If asthma impacts a student’s ability to walk to a school bus or MBTA stop, further medical evaluation and treatment may be necessary. However, even the most compliant students with asthma may need medical transportation during the cold winter months (typically November to April).  The school nurse monitors potential triggers.  For example, does a student need medication prior to recess and gym?  If the medical regime controls the symptoms, the student may not require transportation services.  Mild, episodic asthmatic students on intermittent medications do not qualify for medical transportation. A dialogue between school nurse, the student’s clinician and the parent is essential to the appropriate management of the child with asthma. No transportation request will be granted without this communication.

Ambulation: Students with conditions that significantly affect ambulation, such as leg braces, crutches, lower extremity fractures or amputations may be eligible for medical transportation.  Students who are able to ambulate and fully participate in the school program should not be authorized for medical transportation.

Seizure Disorder: Transportation for students experiencing intermittent seizure activity can be provided door to door transportation, until stabilized. In general, if seizures are well controlled, medical transportation will not be provided.

Emotional/Behavioral Problems:  Children with emotional and/or behavioral issues which impact on their transportation to or from school should be discussed at the Student Support Team before any referral is made for medical transportation. ADHD, depression/anxiety, impulsivity and other behavioral issues have an impact on teaching and learning as well as school access. Behavioral modification and other modalities may be more beneficial to the child’s overall functioning than just transportation alone. The school nurse will gather the medically relevant information for the team.

Other: Neuromuscular disorders, cardiac disease, and sickle cell disease should be reviewed on an individual basis. 
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REQUEST FOR MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

(for school system use only)

Personal Data

Student Name ____________________________________  DP # ________________

Sex______ Date of Birth________________ Home Phone ______________________

Home Address_________________________________________ APT. #__________

Section of City___________________________ Zip Code_______________________

Transportation Requirement

School Name________________________________________________

School Start Time: 
Mon. _____ Tues. _____ Wed. _____ Thurs. _____ Fri._____

School End Time: 
Mon. _____ Tues. _____ Wed. _____ Thurs. _____ Fri._____

Medical Certification (ICHP needs to be on file at nurses office).

Nature of illness: _____________________________________________

Duration of Door to Door Transportation:

__________# weeks   _________cold winter months __________school year

___________ wheel chair van

 Authorization

Parent Signature
_______________________________________Date___________

Principal/Headmaster signature
____________________________Date___________

School Nurse Signature
_________________________________ Date___________

Date request received in School Health Services ___________________

Date processed to Transportation Unit ___________________________

