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ASSESSMENT PROGRAM AND BENCHMARK REQUIREMENTS: 2008-09
Our students’ success on the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessments (MCAS), on other assessments and in the world outside of school, depends on our shared commitment to developing students’ skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking and mathematics.  Developing these skills, and implementing a system to assess their ongoing development, is the responsibility of every teacher and administrator in the Boston Public Schools.

BPS Assessment System: 

Purpose: The Boston Public Schools assessment system supports the primary district goal of improving student achievement and classroom instruction.  The assessment system:

· provides teachers, administrators, students, parents, the district, and the community with ongoing information regarding student (and teacher) progress in relation to state frameworks and Citywide Learning Standards; and

· ensures all of our students are prepared to pass the MCAS tests  

The assessment system includes multiple, formative and summative assessments that provide information on the classroom, school, and district levels and is responsive to needs at each of these levels. 

· At the classroom level, the assessment system provides teachers with data on student’s strengths and needs so that teachers may develop lessons that respond to individual differences.  

· At the school level, the assessment system provides principals, headmasters, and instructional leadership teams with data to help them measure school success in regards to school and district goals; assess the effectiveness of curriculum, instruction, and professional development programs; and work with teachers to develop strategies that attend to priority areas.  

· At the district level, the assessment system provides district leaders with information that allows them to determine if the system, individual schools, and central departments are making progress regarding the district’s long term teaching and learning goals.  Information is needed to assess the effectiveness of specific initiatives being implemented to achieve those goals, to implement effective practices, and to eliminate practices that are unsuccessful.  Quality information allows comparisons across programs, schools, and classrooms to be data driven and equitable.
Participants: Every student will be assessed.

The Assessments, Timelines, and Benchmarks: see attached grids 

Test-Corrections/Responding to Results: Each school should schedule common planning, in-service, or administrative duty time to provide teachers with additional time to correct required assessments and record students’ results, to share students’ results, and to plan instruction and professional development activities based on students’ needs.

Record-Keeping/Students’ Work/Summative Data: 

1. Teachers will maintain accurate, up-to-date records of students’ results on the reading, writing, math, and other subject area assessments. 

2. Students’ assessments, and the rubrics/task descriptions used to score written work, must be kept on file in the main office, in department offices, or in teachers’ classrooms.

3.
Summative data, including the number of students, by grade or course, who have/have not met reading, writing, and math benchmarks, must be recorded following the fall, winter, and spring administrations of all assessments.  This data must be available in the main office and sent to the appropriate Academic Superintendent.  Teachers should keep similar summative data for their class(es).

Assessment Portfolios: Each teacher will maintain an assessment portfolio including:

· an assessment calendar
· a copy of each test, quiz, writing prompt, and other assessments students have completed, for which they have received a grade (student notebooks that demonstrate student understanding of key ideas should also be available for review, though not included in the portfolio)

· an updated record of all test scores, assessment results and other grades

· all rubrics used to assess student work and performance as well as help students improve their work and participation 

· exemplars of student work at different levels of proficiency 
For more information about this circular, contact:
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Boston Public Schools

Boston Public Schools Mathematics Benchmarks: 2008-09
These minimum competency benchmarks are provided to assist principals/headmasters in making promotion/retention decisions.  The benchmarks represent minimal acceptable scores for each grade level.  Students in grades 3 and 6-9 who do not meet at least one benchmark must attend the summer program to improve their math.  Students in grades 3, 6, and 9 must meet at least one benchmark to earn a passing grade in Mathematics for the year.  

	Math Assessments & Benchmarks

	Grade
	SAT9

Math
	End-of-

Year Assessment
	Investigations Unit Assessments/ Math Tasks
	End-of-

Summer Assessment
	MCAS Math

	1
	
	Level 2 
	Average:

Level 2 
	
	

	2
	
	Level 2 
	Average:

Level 2 
	Level 2 
	

	3
	Level 2
	Level 2 
	Average:

Level 2 
	Level 2 
	

	4
	Level 2
	Level 2 
	Average:

Level 2 
	
	

	5
	Level 2
	Level 2 
	Average:

Level 2 
	Level 2 
	Level 2: 

Gr. 4 Test

	6
	
	60%
	Level 2 on 

5 of 8 Tasks
	60%
	

	7
	
	60%
	Level 2 on 

5 of 8 Tasks
	60%
	Level 2: 

Gr. 6 Test

	8
	
	60%
	Level 2 on 

5 of 8 Tasks
	60%
	

	9
	
	60%
	Level 2 on 

5 of 8 Tasks
	60%
	Level 2: 

Gr. 8 Test


Boston Public Schools Reading Benchmarks: 2008-09
Minimum Competency Benchmarks: These benchmarks are provided to assist principals/headmasters in making promotion/retention decisions.  Students who just meet these benchmarks are reading as much as one full grade below level.  

Grade Level Proficiency Benchmarks: Students who meet or exceed these benchmarks are reading at or above grade level.  A new benchmark assessment system for reading at the 1st grade level will be implemented in the Winter of 2009.  Students in grades 3, 6, 9, and 10 who do not meet at least one grade level proficiency benchmark must attend the summer program to improve their reading.  Students in grades 3, 6, and 9 must also meet at least one grade level proficiency benchmark to earn a passing grade in English Language Arts for the year.  Students in grades 11 and 12 who have not passed the MCAS-ELA are also expected to attend the summer program.  

	Minimum Competency Benchmarks
	Grade Level Proficiency Benchmarks

	Grade
	SAT9 Reading
	DRA
	F&P
	SRI
	QRI
	MCAS ELA
	Grade
	DRA
	F&P
	SRI

	1
	
	14
	H
	
	
	
	1
	16
	I
	

	2
	
	24
	L
	300
	
	
	2
	28
	M
	450

	3
	Level 2
	34
	O
	500
	
	
	3
	38
	P
	650

	4
	Level 2
	
	
	600
	3.0
	
	4
	
	
	750

	5
	Level 2
	
	
	700
	4.0
	Level 2:

Gr. 4 Test
	5
	
	
	850

	6
	
	
	
	800
	5.0
	
	6
	
	
	915

	7
	
	
	
	875
	6.0
	
	7
	
	
	990

	8
	
	
	
	950
	7.0
	
	8
	
	
	1025

	9
	
	
	
	975
	8.0
	Level 2:

Gr. 8 Test
	9
	
	
	1055

	10
	
	
	
	975
	8.0
	
	10
	
	
	1170

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	Level 2:

Gr. 10 Test/Retest
	11
	
	
	1190

	12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12
	
	
	1270


•  SAT9 – Stanford 9


   
•  DRA – Developmental Reading Assessment
   
•  SRI – Scholastic Reading Inventory


•  QRI – Qualitative Reading Inventory          

 •  F&P – Fountas & Pinnell         
   •  MCAS – MA Comprehensive Assessment System

	
	Boston Public Schools: Formative Assessment Program for Schools using Harcourt Trophies (Elementary Schools) 200

	Grade
	Fall
	Winter
	Spring

	K2
	· DIBELS (ISF, LNF)

· Independent Writing Sample 
	· DIBELS (ISF, PSF, LNF, NWF)

· Independent Writing Sample 
	· DIBELS (PSF, LNF, NWF)

· Independent Writing Sample 

	1
	· GRADE, Level K, Form A (entire test)

· DIBELS (PSF, LNF, NWF)

· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature-Oral (Open Response Question)
	· Monthly Running Records: for all students who did not make the GRADE benchmark in the Fall
· DIBELS (PSF, NWF, ORF)
· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature-Written (Open Response Question)
	· GRADE, Level 1, Form B (entire test)
· DIBELS (PSF, NWF, ORF)

	2
	· GRADE, Level 2, Form A (entire test)
· DIBELS (NWF, ORF)
· Writing: Personal Non-Fiction** & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Monthly Running Records: for all students who did not make the GRADE benchmark in the Fall
· DIBELS (ORF)
· Writing: Description of Character, Scene, or Event & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· GRADE, Level 2, Form B (entire test)

· DIBELS (ORF)

	3
	· GRADE, Level 3, Form A (entire test)

· DIBELS (ORF)
· Writing: Personal Non-Fiction** & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Monthly Running Records: for all students who did not make the GRADE benchmark in the Fall

· DIBELS (ORF)

· Writing: Retelling & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· GRADE, Level 3, Form B (entire test)

· DIBELS (ORF)

	4
	· GRADE, Level 4, Form A (entire test)

· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Trophies End of Theme Test

· Writing: Personal Narrative* & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· GRADE, Level 4, Form B (entire test)

	5
	· GRADE, Level 5, Form A (entire test)

· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Trophies End of Theme Test

· Writing: Persuasive Essay & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· GRADE, Level 5, Form B (entire test)


* or Flynt-Cooter      ** Students will write about a topic they know something about.  Samples are available on the Elementary ELA MyBPS website.

Boston Public Schools: Formative Assessment Program for Schools not Using Harcourt Trophies 2008-2009
	Grade
	Fall
	Winter
	Spring

	K0-1
	
	· Pretend Reading Checklist

· Interactive Read Aloud Checklist

· Independent Writing Sample 
	· Pretend Reading Checklist

· Interactive Read Aloud Checklist

· Independent Writing Sample

	K2
	· Observation Survey: Letter Identification, Concepts About Print

· Independent Writing Sample 


	· Record of Oral Language, level 2, part 1

· Observation Survey: Letter Identification, Hearing & Recording Sounds in Words

· Independent Writing Sample


	· Record of Oral Language, level 2, part 2: students below 7 in winter

· Observation Survey: Letter Identification, Word Test, Concepts About Print, Writing Vocabulary, Hearing & Recording Sounds in Words

· Independent Writing Sample

	1
	· Developmental Reading Assessment (all students)*

· Observation Survey 1-5  (students below level 4 or C)

· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature-Oral Open Response Question)
	· Running Record: all students (+ DRA for students who scored below level 12 or G)

· Observation Survey 1-5 (below level 6 or D)

· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature-Written (Open Response Question)


	· Running Record: w/adequate comprehension and attention to fluency

	2
	· Developmental Reading Assessment (all students)

· Writing: Description of Character, Scene, or Event & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Running Record: all students (+ DRA for students who scored below level 20 or K)

· Writing: Description of Character, Scene, or Event & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Running Record: w/adequate comprehension and attention to fluency

	3
	· Developmental Reading Assessment (all students)

· Writing: Personal Non-Fiction** & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Running Record: all students (+ DRA for students who scored below level 30 or N)

· Writing: Retelling & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· Running Record: w/adequate comprehension and attention to fluency



	4
	· Scholastic Reading Inventory

· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)

	· SRI (students who have not met grade level proficiency benchmark: 750)

· QRI or DRA 4-8 (students scoring below 600)

· Writing: Personal Narrative & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· SRI: students who have not met grade level proficiency benchmark



	5
	· Scholastic Reading Inventory
· Writing: Persuasive Essay w/Research & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· SRI (students who have not met grade level proficiency benchmark: 850)

· QRI or DRA 4-8 (students scoring below 700)

· Writing: Persuasive Essay & Response to Literature (Open Response Question)
	· SRI: students who have not met grade level proficiency benchmark




* or Flynt-Cooter      ** Students will write about a topic they know something about.  Samples are available on the Elementary ELA MyBPS website.

Boston Public Schools: Formative Assessment Program, Middle & High Schools, 2007-08 

- Reading, Writing, English Language Arts, Science, History

	
	Fall
	Mid-Year
	End-of-Year

	Reading
	Gr. 6-9: Scholastic Reading Inventory*
	Gr. 6-9: Scholastic Reading Inventory 

– students who have not met grade-level proficiency

Gr. 6-11: BPS Mid-Course ELA Assessment** (multiple choice + open response)
	Gr. 6-9: Scholastic Reading Inventory

(gr. 6, 9: all students; gr. 7, 8: students who have not met grade-level proficiency)

Gr. 6-11: BPS End-of-Year ELA Assessment** (multiple choice + open response)

	Writing 
	School or Centrally-Developed

Gr. 6-12: Composition -

Personal Narrative, Expository Writing,

Persuasive Essay or Literary Analysis
	Centrally-Developed

Gr. 6-11: BPS Mid-Course ELA Assessment** (composition)


	Centrally-Developed

Gr. 6-11: BPS End-of-Year ELA** Assessment (composition)

	Science
	
	Centrally-Developed
High School:

BPS Mid-Course Assessments 

– Physics, Biology, Chemistry
	Centrally-Developed

Gr. 6-8: End-of-Course Assessments

High School:

BPS End-of-Course Assessments – Physics, Biology, Chemistry

	History
	
	Centrally-Developed

Mid-Course Assessments for Ancient World, Geography, Civics, US History I, US History II, World History.

For schools that have semesterized courses, the mid-course assessments are administered in November and April).


	Centrally-Developed

End-of-Year Assessments for Ancient World, Geography, Civics, US History I, US History II, World History.

For schools that have semesterized courses, the end-of-year assessments are administered in January and June).




*    The Qualitative Reading Inventory or DRA 4-8 is administered to students reading significantly below the grade-level minimum competency benchmarks, as determined by the Scholastic Reading Inventory, in the fall, winter, and spring.

**  The English Language Arts Mid- and End-of-Year assessments are comprehensive assessments of the ELA grade-level standards.

Boston Public Schools: Formative Assessment Program, 2008-2009 - Mathematics

	Grades
	Fall
	Winter
	Spring

	K2-5
	•  Investigations End-of-Unit Assessments
	•  BPS Mid-Year Math Assessment

•  Investigations End-of-Unit Assessments


	•  BPS End-of-Year Math Assessment

•  Investigations End-of-Unit Assessments

	6-8
	•  BPS Math Tasks
	•  BPS Math Tasks 

•  BPS Mid-Year Math Assessment


	•  BPS Math Tasks 

•  BPS End-of-Year Math Assessment

	9-12
	•  BPS Math Tasks
	•  BPS Math Tasks 

•  BPS Mid-Year Math Assessment


	•  BPS Math Tasks 

•  BPS End-of-Year Math Assessment


Boston Public Schools

Formative Assessment Program

2007-08
