Superintendent’s Circular #AMT-6, 2010-2011
September 1, 2010
Page 2 of 2

	[image: image1.png][ ]
4 FOCUS
On Children

Boston Public Schools




	Superintendent’s

Circular

School Year 2010-2011
	NUMBER:

AMT-6

DATE:

September 1, 2010


VOLUNTARY TRANSFER POLICY

In June 1999, the School Committee amended the policy of the Boston Public Schools covering voluntary transfers of students.  The amendments:

· continue to allow elementary school students to receive only one school transfer during an academic year;

· restrict middle and high school students to one transfer during their middle school or high school careers;

· establish a Hardship Appeals Panel to hear appeals of denials of transfers; and

· allow students who move out of their assignment zones to continue in their assigned schools, if their parents provide transportation.

The new policy on voluntary transfers amends Section II.7 of the Operating Guidelines for Implementing Changes in the Controlled Choice Student Assignment Plan - November 18, 1992. The amended Section II.7 states:

Elementary school students will be granted only one school transfer within an academic year, except for change of address, safety, programmatic and disciplinary reasons. High school and middle school students will be granted only one transfer, except for safety and programmatic reasons, during their high schools or middle school career. Students denied a transfer or their parents may appeal to the Hardship Appeal Panel which will be appointed by the Superintendent, and will be chaired by the Office of Enrollment and Welcome Services and will include a representative of the Family Resource Center and Student Support Services.

The new policy on students moving out of their assignment zones amends Section II.S of the Interim Report on Streamlining the Boston Controlled Choice Student Assignment Plan – September 1990. The amended Section II.S states:

Students who change their permanent residence but move out of their original zone will be required to attend a school in their new zone under provisions of the Controlled Choice Assignment Plan, unless a parent requests to continue the school assignment of his/her child in the original zone and agrees to accept responsibility for arranging and providing transportation to the school in the original zone.  Such requests shall be in writing and must be filed with Enrollment Services.  However, students who move out of their attendance zone will not be required to change school during the school year.
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