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MAXIMUM AGE ASSIGNMENT POLICY

In July 1999, the School Committee adopted a new policy of the Boston Public Schools covering the maximum age for school attendance.  The new policy:

· requires the assignment of students who are age 20 or older to a new program for overage students;

· allows overage students to continue their instruction in the new program for overage students until they reach age 22; and

· establishes a system-level appeals process for students seeking to remain in their current regular day school assignment.

The Maximum Age Assignment Policy states:

All students who are seeking an assignment, including new students, re-enrolling students, and students already enrolled in the Boston Public Schools and who will have reached the age of 20 before the first day of the next school year, will be assigned to an over-age student alternative education program.  Special Education students will be assigned on a case-by-case basis in accordance with their Individual Education Plans (IEP).  Such program shall provide over-age students with the opportunity to complete the requirements of a high school diploma before they reach their 22nd birthday.  Those students who are unable to earn a high school diploma before their 22nd birthday will be referred to an appropriate continuing service agency.  Students in such over-age alternative education program will retain any and all rights and privileges accrued to students admitted to or enrolled in regular day school programs as required by Massachusetts law. 

The appeals will give full consideration to the recommendation of the headmaster of the school of the student making the appeal.
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