
Gay America: Struggle for Equality....................................Alsenas
Spies of Mississippi: The True Story of the Spy Network 
	 that Tried to Destroy the Civil Rights Movement .......... Bowers
Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark Attacks of 1916......... Capuzzo
War Letters: Extraordinary Correspondence
	 from American Wars ......................................................Carroll
Bodies from the Ash: Life and Death in Ancient Pompeii......Deem
The Great Riots of New York: 1712 to 1873....................... Headley
Rocket Boys....................................................................... Hickam
We Were There Too! Young People in U.S. History ............... Hoose
America in 1492: The World of the Indian Peoples 
	 Before the Arrival of Columbus.....................................Josephy
Lost Boston............................................................................. Kay
Into the Wild...................................................................Krakauer
Young Men and Fire.........................................................Maclean
Poets of World War II.........................................................Shapiro
Simeon's Story: An Eyewitness Account of 
	 the Kidnapping of Emmett Till....................................... Wright 

Catalyst ......................................................................... Anderson
Speak............................................................................. Anderson
Compromised..................................................................... Ayarbe
Forgotten Fire ........................................................... Bagdasarian
The Year of the Hangman.............................................Blackwood
Going Bovine..........................................................................Bray
All That Remains: 3 Stories................................................. Brooks
The Perks of Being a Wallflower....................................... Chbosky  
Dash & Lily’s Book of Dares .............................. Cohn and Levithan
Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes.............................................Crutcher
The Farming of Bones ......................................................Danticat
Jason and Kyra............................................................... Davidson
Little Brother.................................................................. Doctorow
Romiette and Julio ............................................................ Draper
Tell it to Naomi...............................................................Ehrenhaft
Keesha’s House...................................................................... Frost
Fat Kid Rules the World........................................................Going
Will Grayson, Will Grayson .............................. Green and Levithan
Bronx Masquerade............................................................. Grimes
Kiffe Kiffe Tomorrow............................................................Guene
Things Left Unsaid: A Novel in Poems..............................Hemphill
Girl, Stolen ......................................................................... Henry
Suckerpunch................................................................ Hernandez
The First Part Last............................................................. Johnson
The Known World................................................................. Jones
Real Time...............................................................................Kass
Girl in Translation................................................................. Kwok
The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl.............Lyga
Zenzele: A Letter to My Daughter......................................Maraire
Jellicoe Road.................................................................Marchetta
A Mango-Shaped Space........................................................Mass
Cut............................................................................... McCormick
Shooter .............................................................................. Myers
The Other Side of Truth.......................................................Naidoo
Adoration of Jenna Fox..................................................... Pearson
Getting It......................................................................... Sanchez
The Lovely Bones................................................................ Sebold
One Good Punch................................................................Wallace
So Yesterday................................................................. Westerfeld
Emako Blue........................................................................ Woods

Contemporary Fiction Non-Fiction

 Classic Fiction

Biography & Autobiography

The Foundation Trilogy...................................................... Asimov 
The Martian Chronicles.................................................. Bradbury 
Jane Eyre.............................................................................Brontë 
The Moonstone...................................................................Collins
Plum Bun............................................................................Fauset 
Annie On My Mind.............................................................Garden
Memoirs of a Geisha...........................................................Golden 
The Talented Mr. Ripley.................................................Highsmith
The Real Cool Killers............................................................ Himes
Les Miserables...................................................................... Hugo 
Their Eyes Were Watching God......................................... Hurston 
The Things They Carried..................................................... O’Brien
Frankenstein......................................................................Shelley 
Dracula................................................................................ Stoker 
The Picture of Dorian Gray....................................................Wilde

Mystery

Frederick Douglass: A Noble Life...........................................Adler
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.....................................Angelou
Janis Joplin: Rise Up Singing................................................Angel
China’s Son: Growing Up in the Cultural Revolution............... Chen
Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in the Sudan................ Dau
The Pact: Three Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream..... Davis
Sir Charlie: Chaplin, the Funniest Man in the World..... Fleischman
The Rise and Fall of Senator Joe McCarthy............................Giblin
Diary of Bergen-Belsen......................................................... Hass
Modoc: The True Story of the Greatest Elephant 
	 that Ever Lived.................................................................Helfer
King James: Believe the Hype—The LeBron James Story.... Jones
The Forbidden Schoolhouse............................................. Jurmain
Origin: The Story of Charles Darwin......................................Leone
Rosa Parks: My Story............................................................ Parks
John Lennon: All I Want is the Truth............................... Partridge
Stitches: A Memoir............................................................... Small
Blue Rage, Black Redemption: A Novel........................... Williams
Iraqigirl: Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq.............. Wrigley-Field, ed.

Murder on the Orient Express............................................ Christie
Remember Me...................................................................... Clark
The Body Finder................................................................ Derting
Revolution ...................................................................... Donnelly
The Christopher Killer: A Forensic Mystery.......................Ferguson
Paper Towns.........................................................................Green 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime..............Haddon
Frankenstein: Prodigal Son Book One ................................ Koontz
Liar..............................................................................Larbalestier
Zazoo................................................................................ Mosher
Trash...............................................................................Mulligan
Paranoid Park..................................................................... Nelson
Murder at Bertram’s Bower.................................................. Peale
The Body of Christopher Creed ..................................... Plum-Ucci
Black Mirror........................................................................Werlin



Plays

How to (Un)cage a Girl......................................................... Block 
Latino in the United States................................................ Carlson
I, Too, Sing America: Three Centuries of 
	 African American Poetry................................................Clinton
I Just Hope It’s Lethal: Poems of Sadness,
	 Madness, and Joy.................................November & Rosenberg
19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East....................Nye
What Have You Lost?...............................................................Nye
Quiet Storm: Voices of Young Black Poets..........................Okutoro

The Best American Nonrequired Reading......... Eggers and Sedaris
The Dark Game: True Spy Stories..................................... Janeczko
Black Juice....................................................................... Lanagan
Where We Are, What We See........................................... Levithan
Yell-oh Girls!: Emerging Voices Explore Culture, 
	 Identity, and Growing Up Asian American........................ Nam
Firebirds Rising: An Original Anthology of Science 
	 Fiction and Fantasy................................................... November
Growing Up in Slavery: Stories of Young Slaves 
	 as Told by Themselves......................................................Taylor
Kiss Me Deadly: 13 Tales of Paranormal Love...................Telep, ed.
	

Anthologies

Poetry

A Raisin in the Sun........................................................Hansberry
All My Sons..........................................................................Miller
Long Day’s Journey Into Night.............................................O’Neill
The Tempest.............................................................. Shakespeare
Othello...................................................................... Shakespeare 
Brighton Beach Memoirs..................................................... Simon  
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead.........................Stoppard 
The Importance of Being Earnest.........................................Wilde 
Fences................................................................................ Wilson 
	

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians,

The summer months are a wonderful time to explore 
the world of books and reading—and the staff of the 

Boston Public Schools and the Boston Public Library look 
forward to helping you plan a reading program to last the 
whole summer.  

This Summer Book List will help you choose high quality 
literature geared to the interests of high school students. 
All the books on the list are available at your neighborhood 
library. Your local librarian can suggest additional titles. 

The Boston Public Schools is working to ensure high 
standards and high achievement for every student in every 
classroom, and literacy is a priority at all grade levels. We 
expect our students to work hard at reading and writing, and 
to keep reading year-round; and we need the support and 
encouragement of families to help us reach the goal of every 
student becoming an excellent reader.

 Happy reading!

Sincerely,

Carol R. Johnson	 Amy E. Ryan
Superintendent      	 President          
Boston Public Schools 	 Boston Public Library

Boston Public Library
2011 Summer Reading Program

You Are Here

The Boston Public Library’s 2011 Summer Reading Program 
features books and activities about travel and world cultures. 

Start in Boston and go anywhere—with books.  For more 
information, call any BPL location.

Allston:	 300 N. Harvard St........................... 617-787-6313
Brighton: 	 40 Academy Hill Rd. ...................... 617-782-6032
		  419 Faneuil St................................ 617-782-6705
Charlestown: 	 179 Main St................................... 617-242-1248
Copley Square: 	 700 Boylston St.............................. 617-536-5400
Dorchester: 	 690 Adams Street.......................... 617-436-6900
	  	 500 Columbia Rd............................ 617-265-0139
		  1520 Dorchester Ave...................... 617-436-2155
		  41 Geneva Ave............................... 617-427-3337
		  27 Richmond St............................. 617-298-7841
		  690 Washington St......................... 617-436-8214
East Boston: 	 18 Barnes Ave................................ 617-567-2516
		  276 Meridian St............................. 617-569-0271
Hyde Park: 	 35 Harvard Ave.............................. 617-361-2524
Jamaica Plain: 	 433 Centre St................................. 617-522-1960
		  12 Sedgwick St.............................. 617-524-2053
Mattapan: 	 1350 Blue Hill Ave.......................... 617-298-9218
North End: 	 25 Parmenter St............................. 617-227-8135
Roslindale: 	 4238 Washington St....................... 617-323-2343
Roxbury: 	 2044 Columbus Ave....................... 617-445-4340
		  1497 Tremont St............................ 617-427-3820
		  65 Warren St.................................. 617-442-6186
South Boston: 	 1226 Columbia Rd.......................... 617-269-7239
		  646 East Broadway........................ 617-268-0180
South End: 	 685 Tremont St.............................. 617-536-8241
West End: 	 151 Cambridge St.......................... 617-523-3957
West Roxbury: 	 1961 Centre St............................... 617-325-3147

Boston Public Library website: 
www.bpl.org

You Are Here  is sponsored by your local library, 
the Massachusetts Library System, the Boston Bruins, 

and the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.
This book list was compiled by librarians from the Boston Public Library and 

the Boston Public Schools (BPS) and was prepared and distributed by the 
BPS Office of Instructional and Information Technology (OIIT) – 

Library and Media Services Department.
Boston Public Schools  |  26 Court Street  |  Boston, MA 02108  

617-635-9000  |  www.bostonpublicschools.org
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