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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES:
“ONE VOICE:  CHANGED HISTORY, STILL RESONATING TODAY”
SPEAKER SERIES AND CULMINATING EVENT

Boston Public Schools invites your school to participate in the Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Speaker Series and Culminating Celebratory Performance the week of January 10th, 2011.  As many of you know, every year we honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., with a speaker series followed by a celebration event that showcases the outstanding talents, energy, and academic achievement of our students.  The celebratory performance brings to life Dr. King’s message and his legacy, and will be held this year on Thursday, January 13, 2011 (10 a.m. performance for school attendees and a 6 p.m. show for parents and community).   This celebration will be coupled with a speaker series held that same week.  

The educational and artistic focus of both the series and the celebration is voice.  Voices have shaped American life from its inception – voices of struggle, voices of change, voices for equality, and voices against injustice.  These voices continue to speak to us today through artists, through political and community leaders, and through local activists.

Culminating Celebratory Event Information:  This performance will be held on Thursday, January 13, 2011. During auditions the MLK Committee will be looking for creative ways that students connect with Dr. King’s messages and how these messages even today inspire us to defy expectations and realize excellence.  Student presentations may be oratorical, musical or dramatic.  Whatever the mode of expression, they should exemplify the commitment we in the BPS have to excellence.  While the MLK Committee will take into consideration the level of talent, the creativity of our students and the diverse genres and participants needed to ensure a wonderful show; the major criteria is how well the students connect their performance to the theme (“ONE VOICE:  CHANGED HISTORY, STILL RESONATING TODAY”).  We suggest that teachers assist every individual student or student group auditioning in having a conversation about what the theme means to them and how their act connects to Dr. King and represents the theme explicitly. Teachers should ensure that their own efforts and those of their students enhance their educational experience, as well as embody Dr. King’s enduring message of keeping the dream alive, realizing abilities and having the will to achieve.    
Of particular interest are:  

· Orations of excerpts from Dr. King’s numerous speeches and writing (especially his less known or less publicized pieces)

· Orators who will be interested in being one of two Master/Mistress of Ceremony and personify Dr. King and his message of hope, change, and tolerance 

· Excerpts from plays, poems, skits and other original spoken word

· Original essay of a speech that Dr. King might make based on current events

· Original artwork depicting Dr. King’s legacy and/or his influence nationally and internationally

· 2-Dimensional Artwork of any style or medium not to exceed 12 x 16 inches. Finished artworks should be submitted with a 2-inch wide white or off-white mat board or poster-board backing so the art is ready to be displayed.

· A diversity of artistic styles and mediums to convey the depths of student’s skill, thoughtfulness, and creative expression

· An example might be a student who submits an expressionistic painting on paper of students marching for civil rights

Performances, materials, and each of the single nominations from each school for a Student Master/Mistress of Ceremony will be reviewed and selected in advance by the MLK Audition Committee (Form A or D attached).  

As in years past, a morning performance will be offered at John Hancock Hall to a BPS audience composed of small groups – a maximum including chaperones of 25 seats per school. Seating is limited and will be first-come, first-serve in the order in which the requests were received (request form is attached).  Transportation will be provided at no cost to participating schools.  Additionally, we will also offer an early evening performance, open to parents and the community, so that all may share our pride in the accomplishments of Boston’s young people.  Therefore, those who audition must be willing to appear at both the morning and evening performances.  

Speaker Series Information:  From Monday, January 10 through Friday, January 14, 2011, local community leaders who best embody the spirit of community and leadership will visit middle and high school students throughout Boston Public Schools.  Speakers will share 20-30 minute presentations in a classroom setting or assembly format.  For interested schools, speakers will serve as just one component of your school based celebration to be accompanied by student presentations such as written reflections, poems or performances inspired by the work of Dr. King.  

This year’s program hopes to involve more BPS students directly and allow teachers to make clear curriculum connections within their classrooms.  Schools that register to participate in the speaker series are responsible for structuring their school-based presentations that highlight their students’ learning.  In order to help teachers build links between their students and the ideas of Dr. King, we have provided suggestions for projects and activities in Arts, ELA, and History from the Office of Curriculum & Instructional  Practices (see attached).

The Principal/Headmaster will determine the size and scope of each school’s participation (classroom setting or assembly format).  Each school is solely responsible for the creation of its series site celebration, including the following:

· Arrange space and audio equipment, if needed, for the presentation within the school 

· Communicate with appropriate teacher(s) about developing student presentation(s)

· Welcome speaker(s) upon arrival to your school

· Arrange opening comments and speaker introduction by Principal, School Administrator, or school contact person (bio of the speaker will be provided)

Each school should assume the following responsibilities:

· Point of contact for the speaker who will visit your school

· Notify the speaker in the case of a snow delay, school closing or other rescheduling (if necessary)

· Refer teachers to curriculum links and activities located on MyBPS

· Complete form C (see attached)

Attached you will find all of the forms you will need for your school to participate in the celebration and/or the speaker series, if interested.  Please fill out all that apply to your level of participation and return them as indicated. If you have any questions, please call Kimberley (Lewis) Williams in the Office of Equity at 617-635-9654.
Summary of Significant dates and deadlines:

	Activity
	Date



	School/Student Intent to Perform in Celebration Due

 (Form A)
	DEADLINE:  Monday, December 6, 2010 (12 noon)

	Student Attendance Request Due (Form B)
	DEADLINE:  Monday, December 6, 2010 (12 noon)

	School Intent to Participate in Speaker Series Due (Form C)
	DEADLINE:  Monday, December 6, 2010 (12 noon)

	Student Request to be the Master/Mistress of Ceremony Due (Form D)
	DEADLINE:  Monday, December 6, 2010 (12 noon)

	Speaker Series
	Monday, January 10 – Friday, January 14, 2011

	Rehearsal and Culminating Celebratory Performances
	Wednesday January 12, and Thursday, January 13, 2011


For more information about this circular, contact:

	Name:
	Kimberley J. (Lewis) Williams, Senior Officer of Equity

	Department:
	Office of Equity

	Mailing Address:
	26 Court Street, Boston, MA  02108

	Phone:
	617-635-9654

	FAX:
	617-635-7940

	E-mail:
	kwilliams3@boston.k12.ma.us 


Carol R. Johnson, Superintendent

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
“ONE VOICE:  CHANGED HISTORY, STILL RESONATING TODAY”
School/Student Intent to Perform or Present

Form A

Principals/Headmasters of schools applying for intent to participate in the Martin Luther King, Jr., Celebration: Complete and submit this form to the MLK Committee on or before Monday, December 6, 2010 (12 noon). 
All School Levels            E-mail or Fax: MLKevent@boston.k12.ma.us or 617-635-7940
*Participants must be willing to perform/present at both the 10 am & 6 pm celebrations*
	The ______________________________ School in Cluster _______ would like to participate in the Martin Luther King, Jr., Celebration on Thursday, January 13, 2011, at 10 am and 6 pm.

· Rehearsal is:  January 12, 2011 at 10 am at John Hancock Hall.

· Snow dates: TBD as needed.

Type of Performance/presentation:        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Band      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Solo      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Choral      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dance      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Drama       

                                                               FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oratory/Spoken Word                     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Artwork    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other  

Please describe the performance/presentation: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Number of Students Performing/Presenting: __________  Number of Adult Chaperones: __________________

Length of Performance (not to exceed 4 minutes):  __________________

All applicants will receive a visit from an Audition Committee.

Request for Audition (identify your first, second and third choice of audition time):

Tues., Dec. 14              ____ 8:30 am              ____ 9:30 am            ____10:30 am        ____ 11:30 pm            
                                   ____ 12:30 pm             ____ 1:30 pm            ____ 2:30 pm         ____ 3:30 pm
Wed., Dec.15              ____ 8:30 am              ____ 9:30 am            ____10:30 am        ____ 11:30 pm            
                                   ____ 12:30 pm             ____ 1:30 pm            ____ 2:30 pm         ____ 3:30 pm
Thurs., Dec. 16            ____ 8:30 am              ____ 9:30 am            ____10:30 am        ____ 11:30 pm            
                                   ____ 12:30 pm             ____ 1:30 pm            ____ 2:30 pm         ____ 3:30 pm
Contact Person:  ____________________ E-mail:  ___________________________Phone:  ______________ 

Principal/Headmaster Signature* _________________________________________ Date:  __________
(*If sending by e-mail it must come from or be cc’d to the Principal/Headmaster)


Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
“ONE VOICE:  CHANGED HISTORY, STILL RESONATING TODAY”
Student Attendance Request 

Form B
Principals/Headmasters of schools applying for intent to participate in the Martin Luther King, Jr., Celebration: Complete and submit this form to the MLK Committee on or before Monday, December 6, 2010 (12 noon).  Receipt of your request will be acknowledged by Tuesday, December 7, 2010.

All School Levels            E-mail or Fax: MLKevent@boston.k12.ma.us or 617-635-7940
Seating is limited; please apply as soon as possible.  Invitees will be notified & transportation will be provided.

Performance:  Thursday, January 13, 2011, at 10:00 am.

Location:  John Hancock Hall, 180 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA

	School:  _______________________________   Cluster:  _______   Triad:  _________

Total number of seats requested to attend the performance (maximum of 25 total seats per school, including chaperones) 

                      Total Number of Non-performing Students:    ________________

                      Total Number of Adult Chaperones Attending:  _______________

Do you need transportation to and from the presentation?        To:    FORMCHECKBOX 
            From:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 

Do you need wheelchair transportation?                                    To:    FORMCHECKBOX 
             From:    FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, # of students:   ______________            

Do you need sign language interpretation?                                Yes:    FORMCHECKBOX 
             No:    FORMCHECKBOX 

Contact Person:  ________________E-mail: ___________________Phone:  ____________
Principal/Headmaster Signature*: ​​__________________________ Date:  __________ 
(*If sending by e-mail it must come from or be cc’d to the Principal/Headmaster)


Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Speaker Series
“ONE VOICE:  CHANGED HISTORY, STILL RESONATING TODAY”
School Intent to Participate 

Form C

Please complete this form to the MLK Committee on or before Monday, December 6, 2010 (12 noon). 
All School Levels            E-mail or Fax: MLKevent@boston.k12.ma.us or 617-635-7940
The number of schools that will be included in the speaker series will be determined by the number of volunteer speakers – and will be on a first come first served basis.

Name of School (Print/type):  ___________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Name of Principal/Headmaster:  _________________________________________________________

Name of contact person if different from school leader:____________________________________________

Contact Person Phone Number:  __________________________ School Phone:  ______________________ 
Please indicate which date(s) and time(s) your school is interested in hosting a speaker for this program (please mark all that apply with an X):

	 Monday January 10th            FORMCHECKBOX 
  9-10 a.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
  10-11 a.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
  11 a.m. – 12 p.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 12-1 p.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-2 p.m.

	 Tuesday, January 11th          FORMCHECKBOX 
  9-10 a.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
  10-11 a.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
  11 a.m. – 12 p.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
  12-1 p.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-2 p.m.

	 Wednesday, January 12th     FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-10 a.m.     FORMCHECKBOX 
 10-11 a.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
  11 a.m. – 12 p.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
  12-1 p.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 1-2 p.m.

	 Thursday, January 13th         FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-10 a.m.     FORMCHECKBOX 
  10-11 a.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 12-1 p.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-2 p.m.

	 Friday, January 14th              FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-10 a.m.     FORMCHECKBOX 
  10-11 a.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
12-1 p.m.     FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-2 p.m.


1. Number of students participating ____________ Grade levels participating:  ________________________

2. If your school is selected to participate in the speaker series, describe how you will link the program to student learning.  If applicable, please include any theme or school-wide project being incorporated this year that will help speakers make connections to your students.  _________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe student projects and or performances that you anticipate presenting during your school’s assembly or classroom visit.  ____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Principal/Headmaster Signature*: _______________________ Date:  ________


(*If sending by e-mail it must come from or be cc’d to the Principal/Headmaster)
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
“ONE VOICE:  CHANGED HISTORY, STILL RESONATING TODAY”
Student Request to be the Master/Mistress of Ceremony 

Form D

The MLK Committee is asking for nominations from high school Headmasters for a student from their school that would like to be one of two Master/Mistress of Ceremonies for the event.  Please complete this form, attach a letter of recommendation and a student essay and send it to the MLK Committee on or before Monday, December 6, 2010 

(12 noon). 
All School Levels            E-mail or Fax: MLKevent@boston.k12.ma.us or 617-635-7940 

*Participants must be willing to MC at both the 10 am & 6 pm celebrations*
	The ______________________________ School in Cluster _______ would like to nominate

______________________________________________, ______th Grade student to be a

Master/Mistress of Ceremony for the Martin Luther King, Jr., Celebration on
Thursday January 13, 2011, at 10 am and 6 pm.

· Rehearsal is:  Wednesday, January 12, 2011 at 10 am at John Hancock Hall.

· Snow dates: TBD as needed.

 Please include a Letter of Recommendation from the Headmaster and a Student Essay that conveys how the nominated student personifies Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Stands up for others

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Serves the community (school or neighborhood)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Encourages tolerance 

Selected nominations will receive an interview with an MLK Committee member.

Request for Interview (identify the student’s first, second and third choice for an interview time):

Tues., Dec. 14              ____ 8:30 am              ____ 9:30 am            ____10:30 am        ____ 11:30 pm            
                                   ____ 12:30 pm             ____ 1:30 pm            ____ 2:30 pm         ____ 3:30 pm
Wed., Dec. 15              ____ 8:30 am              ____ 9:30 am            ____10:30 am        ____ 11:30 pm            
                                   ____ 12:30 pm             ____ 1:30 pm            ____ 2:30 pm         ____ 3:30 pm
Thurs., Dec. 16            ____ 8:30 am              ____ 9:30 am            ____10:30 am        ____ 11:30 pm            
                                   ____ 12:30 pm             ____ 1:30 pm            ____ 2:30 pm         ____ 3:30 pm
Headmaster Signature*: _________________________________________________ Date:  __________
(*If sending by e-mail it must come from or be cc’d to the Headmaster)

Student Signature:  ____________________________________________________ Date:  __________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ____________________________________________   Date:  __________

Home Phone:  _________________________  Alternative Phone:  _____________________________




Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“ONE VOICE:  CHANGED HISTORY, STILL RESONATING TODAY”
Resource Page 
Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Suggested Books:

The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. by Martin Luther King Jr. & Claybourne Carson

Martin Luther King Jr. on Leadership: Inspiration and Wisdom for Challenging Times by

Martin Luther King Jr.

The Words of Martin Luther King Jr. by Martin Luther King Jr. & Coretta Scott King (ed.)

The Measure of a Man by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. Doreen Rappaport. Illustrations by Bryan Collier. (Young Adult)

A Lesson for Martin Luther King Jr. by Denise Lewis Patrick (Young Adult)

by Doreen Rappaport (Young Adult)

My Brother Martin: A Sister Remembers Growing Up with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by Christine King Farris (Young Adult)

I Have A Dream: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  – An Illustrated Edition (Young Adult)

Thank You.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.!  by Eleanora Tate 

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Suggested websites:
The King Center  www.thekingcenter.com
The Civil Rights Movement  www.cnn.com/EVENTS/1997/mlk/links.html 

The Martin Luther King Jr. Paper Project www.stanford.edu/group/king 

Civil Rights Timeline www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html
I Have a Dream Too www.ncsu.edu/midlink/dreams/dreams.main.html 

Civil Rights Movement Suggested Books:

Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years 1954-1965 by Juan Williams

Voices of Freedom: An Oral History of the Civil Rights Movement from the 1950s through the 1980s by Henry Hampton

The Civil Rights Movement: A Photographic History 1954-1968
Freedom’s Children; Young Civil Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories edited by Ellen Levine

If You Lived at the Time of Martin Luther King, Ellen Levine, Illustration by Anna Rich


